Yerington, Nevada
May O7 ,2O2O
The Honorable Board of Lyon County Commissioners met this day with the following present: Chairman
Vida Keller and Commissioner Jay Dini. Called in: Vice-Chairman Joe Monensen, Commissioner Bob
Hastings, and Commissioner Ken Gray. Also present: County Manager Jeff Page and District Attorney
Steve Rye.

l. Roll (lall
Present: Vida Keller, Jay

Dini

Phone/Video: Bob Hastings, Joe Mortensen, and Ken Gray
2. Invocation given by Iletty Weiscr of the United Mcthodist

The invocation was given by Betty Weiser
3. Pledgc of Allegiancc

4.Time Certain
4.a. Time Certain at 9:00 A.M. Public Hearing- Bill No. 20-04: For Possible Action: Approve
an ordinance amending Lyon County Codc Title 2, Personnel Regulations, Chapter 2,
Disclosure of Improper Governmental Action by changing the name of the Chapter to
Whistleblower Protection; amending Subchapter 01 by expanding and clarifying the
purpose; amending Subchapter 2 by adding definitions; adding Subchapter 3, to encourage
reporting of improper governmental action and prohibiting reprisal or retaliation; adding
Subchapter 4, specifying the duties and obligations of Lyon County Oflicers and Employees;
adding Subchapter 05, providing an appeal process for employees aggrieved by reprisal or
retaliation; adding Subchapter 06, governing appointment of a hearing officer for appcals
provided in Subchapter 05; adding Subchaptcr 07, s€tting forth the process and requirements
for appeal proceedings; renumbering subchapters that are unchanged; and, providing for the
severability, constitutionality and effective date thereof; and other matters properly relating
thereto.
Human Resource Director Eric Milavsky reported the update purpose of the revisions and definitions to be
in compliance with State Law.
Comm. Gray moved to approve an ordinance amending Lyon County Code Title 2, Personnel Regulations,
Chapter 2, Disclosure of Improper Govemmental Action by changing the name of the Chapter to
Whistleblower Protection; amending Subchapter 0l by expanding and clarifying the purpose; amending
Subchapter 2 by adding definitions; adding Subchapter 3, to encourage reporting of improper govemmental
action and prohibiting reprisal or retaliation; adding Subchapter 4, specifying the duties and obligations of
Lyon County Officers and Employees; adding Subchapter 05, providing an appeal process for employees
aggrieved by reprisal or retaliation; adding Subchapter 06, goveming appointment of a hearing officer for
appeals provided in Subchapter 05; adding Subchapter 07, setting forth the process and requirements for
appeal proceedings; renumbering subchapters that are unchanged; and, providing for the severability,
constitutionality and effective date thereofl and other matters properly relating thereto.

Comm. Monensen seconded.
Comm. Keller opened the meeting for public participation and there was none.
The motion passed 5-0

tl. b. Time Certain at 9:30 A.M: For Possible Action: Update on Lyon County's response to
the COVID-19 pandemic and discussion on Lyon County's recovery plan in a safe and
reliable manner consistent with CDC guidelines and the directives of Governor Sisolak.
Possible action may include drafting a resolution, submitting a lett€r to Governor Sisolak to
reconsider his Declaration of Emergency and directives as it may apply to Lyon County, or
other actions that will address the financial and public safety impact of Governor Sisolak's
Declaration of Emergency on the citizens of l,yon County,
Quad-County Public Health Preparedness Manager Jeanne Freeman gave a status report of the community
based testing of asymptomatic persons. She received positive feedback, all participating volunteers have
been scheduled, and appointments have been filled. The residents and staffof long-term care will be tested.
They are collecting the data from the testing and will post the results when it is completed.
County Manager Jeff Page commented the challenge currently presented is how to open the County. It is
working with the State and their statutes to open business. Lyon County started a draft for a process to plan
a phase to reopen. NACO had recommended the County to hold on the plan to see what the Governor would
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direct at his conference. From his understanding, the Governor will give the counties directives specific for
their area.
Comm. Keller stated Nevada is a Dillon's Rule State. It doesn't give them enough to make decisions over
the State's decisions and directives. Home Rule is broad and there is not enough leeway to help the County
to give them the authority to change the directives being given.
Comm. Keller opened the meeting for public comment
5. Public Participation

Ricky Ortega agreed with Comm. Dini to open the State and businesses. He questioned the reports given
before and if the County is aware of other services that are being provided or should be.
Gina Lee is concerned with this plan and then waiting two weeks for another meeting
Jeff Page commented the Commissioners can request a special meeting, following what the Governor
repons today in three days time.
Comm. Keller commented the Commissioners should meet or exceed what the Governor directs today,
and agrees to schedule a special meeting.

Fernley Mayor Roy Edgington thanked stafi Jeff Page and the Commissioners. He did read the plan
drafted specific to the County and is in support of it.
Comm. Gray stated the rural counties should be treated differently than the metropolitan areas. He
proposed a special meeting as soon as possible.

District Attomey Steve Rye confirmed the special meeting could be scheduled the soonest for Wednesday
May 13, 2020, if it was posted before tomorrow morning at 9:00 a.m.
Comm. Hastings agreed with Comm. Gray. He commented that the County is beholden to the state laws
and where the counties get their funding from.

Comm. Keller agreed the business should be reopened and the community be responsible for themselves.
She directed Jeff Page to schedule a meeting as soon as he can depending on what the Governor states,
Their motion to be the earliest, whether it is Wednesday or Thursday.
Jeff Page confirmed he can have the meeting posted for Wednesday
Comm. Gray made a motion to have a special meeting on Wednesday, May 13, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. to
discuss the Governor's comments to be given later today, and to address any plans or action items.
Comm. Hastings seconded.

Comm. Hastings stated he asked to have an item for the stimulus funding to be transferred to the local
jurisdictions to be added to the agenda.
Comm. Keller asked for any further public participation and there was none.
6. For Possiblc Action: Review and adoption of agenda
Comm. Gray moved to approve the agenda as presented. Comm. Dini seconded and the motion passed 50.

7, Presentation of awards and/or recognition of accomplishments
7,a. For Possible Action: Present awards to Deputy Ray Block and Deputy Bryan Parsons

for retirement from the Lyon County Sherilfs Office
Sheriff Hunewill gave an award to Deputy Ray Block and Deputy Bryan Parsons.
7.b. For Presentation Only: Present award to Kishora Panda for his successful completion
of the Cornell Executive Leadership Program,
- Certificate of Appreciation

Utilities Director David Bruketta presented an award to Kishora Panda for his successful completion of
the Cornell Executive Leadership Program.

Book BP
370

Yerington, Nevada
May O7 ,2O2O

Yerington, Nevada
May O7,2020
Kishora Panda described the benefit of the program for Lyon County and leadership. He thanked the
Board for the opportunity.
8. Commissioners/County Manager rcports
Comm. Hastings stated there will be an announcement at 3 PM today from the Governor to review the plan
for phase I reopening.
Comm. Dini thanked County Manager Jeff Page, staff and the Commission for their guidance. He stated
the County is ready to be reopened in a safe manor. He wants the business owners to have a safe pract.ices
plan to operate. Comm. Dini is concerned about the prolonged effect on the business owners from the
shutdown and there is a need to reopen. The revenue is a necessity to keep the County sustainable.
Comm. Keller agreed with the statements before her. She thanked Jeff Page and the Department Heads for
their effons and support. She understands that the community is suffering as a whole.
County Manager Jeff Page reported the Silver Springs Airport received stimulus money for the airport. It
needs to he used for operational costs and they are reviewing how to implement that. The final budget is
coming forward. Human Resources has been very busy keeping up with leave and COVIDI9. The ballots
have been sent out for the election. All offices are in lockdown and by appointment only. The Sheriffs
Office has opened to the public for certain services. Zoom has helped the County to form a new procedure
for meetings, allowing more time to work and less travel. Citizen Advisory Board meetings are closed for
May. Their procedures will be reviewed with the Commissioners at the next meeting, depending what the
directives are from the Governor todav.
Comm. Gray asked if there are other locations to drop off ballots other than in Yerington. He asked where
the directive for mail in ballots came from.

County Manager Jeff Page stated he will ask the Clerk-Treasurer if there are any other locations to drop off
the ballots. He stated the Secretary of State gave the direction for the mail in ballots. He clarified that
Nevada is a Dillon's Rule State, meaning, the counties and cities are beholden to the State l,egislature. The
counties have some freedom, but what is allowed is written in the state statutes. Nevada is not a Home Rule
State, limiting our authorities.
9. Elected Official's reports
9.a. Dayton Justice Court

- Civil, Criminal & Monthly Statistics March 2020
Dayton Justice Court statistics were presented and there were no other reports given
10, Appointed

Oflicial's reports

Facilities Director Rob Dunbar reported staff has been continually disinfecting the buildings. The Femley
Senior Center building is moving forward and over halfway done. The animal shelter is halfway completed.
They have resurfaced the parking lot at the Yerington Senior Center and the Dayton Senior Center floors
were resurfaced.

Comptroller Josh Foli reported the security added in software for the Clerk Treasurer for voting. A concem
could be if the in the event the power went out for an extended period. A solution would be setting up a
generator. There is a spare that could be used for the Admin Complex Building. The installation costs would
approximately be $ 15,000-20,000. The item will be brought back at a later time. There will be a new
upgrade for the payroll and HR software. Clerk Treasurer and Assessor's software will go live in July.
Comm. Gray asked if the several employment positions that are open are essential
Comptroller Josh Foli stated that staff evaluated what was essential. Those that are posted are essential, the
ones that are not, have not b€en posted. Some of the other positions are other entities such as the swimming
pool or WNRYC that Human Resources helps to hire for the special districts.
Planner Rob Pyzel gave a report from the US 50 West and NDOT. The meeting was a review ofthe study.
CWSD reviewed the mapping and modeling for the design of the facilities. A presentation for the Board
will come forward at a later date.
Human Services Director Shayla Holmes reported an increase of services from COVID 19. The impacts are
the greatest with housing and utilities services. Quarantine has impacted pick-up and essentials being
delivered.

Comm. Hastings asked if there has been an increase of mental health needs.
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Human Services Director Shayla Holmes stated that there is a delay ofdata, but

will

have a report at a later

date.

I

l. Advisory Board reports

There was no reports given.

CONSENT AGENDA
Comm. Keller asked for any changes from the Board or staff on the consent agenda.
Comm. Dini moved to approve the consent agenda items # I 2- I5.e.
Comm. Mortensen seconded.
Comm. Keller asked for public participation and there was none. The motion passed 5-0
12. For Possible

Action: Approve County Commission Minutes
April 16, 2020 minutes.

12,a, For Possible Action: Approve the

The April 16,2O2O Lyon County Commissioners' minutes were approved

l3.ContracLs
13.a. For Possible Action: Approve Amendment No. I to Task Order 99, Lift Station #2
Replacement Project, with Farr West Engineering in an amount to not exceed $167,800, to
complete the design of the lift station and prepare final plans, bid documents, technical
specifications, a probable construction cost and provide bid support services. The cost will
be funded from the Dayton Sewer Fund.

l4,Grants
14.a. For Possible Action: Accept grant award from Aging and Disability Services Division
(ADSD), State of Nevada, for FY2020 Nutrition Services Incentive Program (NSIP) in the
amount of M8.761.00.

14.b. For Possible Action: Accept grant award from Aging and Disability Scrvices Division
(ADSD). State of Nevada, for FY2020 Home Delivered Meal Service (COVID) in the amount
of $27.833,00.

l5.Other Consent Items
15.a. For Possible Action: Review and accept claims and financial reports.
- Claims Report 4-l-20 to 4-15-20
- Cash Report 4-15-20
The cash balance as of
totaled $ 1,329,822. 16.

April 15,2020

was $63,002,361.54. County claims totaled $888,596.73 and payroll

15.b. For Possible Action: Review and accept travel claims.
-

Travel Report 4-7-20 to 4-15-20

Travel claims totaled as of

April 15,2020

was $5,666.33

15.c. For Possible Action: Approve the Clerk/Treasurer's Affidavit to Commissioner's that
the Clerk Treasurer's Office mailed the property tax delinquency notices /tax due notices as
required by Nevada law.

15.d. For Possible Action: Approve declaration of electronic security equipment, removed
from jail due to upgrades, as surplus.
15.e. ForPossible Action: Approve 2021and 2022budget request to the State ofNevada Child
Support Enforcement Program.

**END OF CONSENT AGENDA**
REGULAR AGENDA - (Action will be taken on all Items unless otherwise noted)
l6.County Manager

Book BP
372

Yerington, Nevada
May O7 ,2020

Yerington, Nevada
May 01 ,2020
16,a. For Possible Action: To direct the County Manager to send a letter of support to the
Nevada Division of Housing at the request of Eddie Hult, Director of Re:rl Estatc, La Causa
Dcvelopme nt NV & C,P.L.C. of Ne vada in reference to a HOME funding application for Gold
Country Nlanor New Construction 50 Units Multifamily at Retail Road @ Kate Peak, Dayton.
County Manager Jeff Page stated this is to authorize Eddie Hult to send
approve for him to request funding from grant resources.

a letter. He asked

if the board would

Comm. Keller asked if this is in support of his efforts or is the County obligated in anyway
Eddie Hult stated this is to apply for grant funding for affordable housing. He gave an overview of how he
would allocate the funding for the development.
Comm. Gray asked if he wanted to use state funds to subsidize the building of the development and then to
also help the rent payers.
Eddie Hult stated the funds are for thiny years to subsidize the property
Planner Rob Pyzel stated the project is located at US 50 and Retail road. The parcels are zoned conectly
for the project.

Comm. Keller asked why there is a need for a letter of support.
Planner Rob Pyzel stated that the County is giving their support of low income housing on the property

District Attorney Steve Rye stated the letter can state that the County is in support but doesn't obligate the
County for any funding.
Comm. Hastings moved to authorize the County Manager to send a letter of support to the Nevada Division
of Housing at the request of Eddie Hult, Director of Real Estate, La Causa Development NV & C.P.L.C. of
Nevada in reference to a HOME funding application for Gold Country Manor New Construction 50 Units
Multifamily at Retail Road @ Kate Peak, Dayton, and to include, the County will not be obligated for any
funds.

Comm. Dini seconded.
Comm. Keller asked for public participation and there was none.
The motion passed 4- l . Comm. Gray opposed.

RECFSS TO RECOI{VENE AS WILLOWCREEK GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

BOARD
17. Public

Partieipation

There was no public participation.

18, For Possible Action: Review and Accept Claims and Financial Report
18,a. For Possible Action: Review and accept claims and financial reports.
The cash balance as of
payroll.

April t5,

2020 was $493,837.20. County claims totaled $423.49 and there was no

Comm. Gray moved to approve the claims and financial report as presented. Comm.
the motion passed 5 - 0.
19, Public

Dini seconded

and

Participation

There was no public participation.

ADJOURN TO RECONVENB AS MASON VALLEY MOSQUITO ABATEMENT DISTRICT
BOARD
20. Public Participation
There was no public participation.
21, For Possible Action: Review and Accept Claims and Financial Report
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21.a. For Possible Action: Review and accept claims and financial reports.

The cash balance as of

April

15, 2O2O was $477,263.10. County claims totaled $23,799.01 and payroll

totaled $3,915.20.

Comm. Mortensen moved to approve the claims and financial report as presented.
Comm. Gray seconded and the motion passed 5 - 0.
22. Public Participation
There was no public participation.

ADJOURN TO RECONVENE AS WALKER RIVER WEED CONTROL DISTRICT BOARD
23. Public Participation
There was no public participation.
24.

l'or Possible Action: Review and Accept Claims and Financial Report
24.a. For Possible Action: Revicw and acccpt claims and financial reports,

The cash balance as of

April

15, 2020 was gl43,827 .32. County claims totaled

$#.90 and payroll totaled

s0.

Comm. Mortensen moved to approve the claims and financial report as presented. Comm. Gray seconded
and the motion passed 5 - 0.
25. Public Participation

There was no public pa(icipation.

ADJOURN TO RECONVENE AS CENTRAL LYON COUNTY VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT
BOARD
26. Public Participation
There was no public participation.
27. For Pmsible Action: Review and Accept Claims and Financial Report
27.a. For Possible Action: Review and accept claims and financial reports.
The cash balance as of

April 15,2020

was $315,052.14. County claims totaled $0 and there was no payroll.

Comm. Mortensen moved to approve the claims and financial report as presented. Comm. Gray
seconded and the motion passed 5 - 0.
28. Public Participation
There was no public participation.

ADJOURN TO RECONVENE AS SILVER SPRINGS GENERAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
BOARD
29, Public Participation
There was no public participation.
30. For Possible Action: Review and Accept Claims and Financial Report
30.a. For Possitlle Action: Review and accept claims and financial reports.

Thecash balance as of April 15, 2020 was $2,992,377.42. County claims totaled $10,192.09 and there was
no payroll.
Comm. Mortensen moved to approve the claims and financial report as presented. Comm. Gray seconded
and the motion passed 5 - 0.
31. Public Participation
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There was no public panicipation.

ADJOURN TO RECONVENE AS THE LYON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

32. Comm. Comments
Comm. Dini stated he has a right to make a living and the community has a right not to panicipate.
Comm. Mortensen said compromised individuals should stay home as needed.
Comm. Gray commented that the County is in a precarious situation when the County can't mandate laws.
He agrees with Comm. Dini and Comm. Mortensen.

Comm. Hastings stated he is a high risk person and understands his health is his responsibility.
Comm. Keller concurred with the statements before her.

33. Closed Session pumuant to NRS Zl.0f5(3XbX2) - Go into closed session, pursuant to NRS
241.015(3XbX2), to receive information from the District Attorney regarding potential or existing
Iitigation involving a matter over which the Board has supervision, control, jurisdiction or advisory
power, and to deliberate toward a decision on the matter, and pursuant to NRS Chapter 288,220, to
receive a report on the status ofongoing labor negotiationsi and direct staff accordingly. (For possible
action)
District Attorney Steve Rye confirmed there was no closed session.
34. Public Participation

Keith Trout stated the 9:30 comments from Comm
commcnts al Commissioner Comments prior.

Dini should have been delayed when he gave his

Ricky Ortega was to participate, due to technical difficulties, he was unable to participate
35. Adjourn

Comm. Keller adjoumed the meeting.

LYON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
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